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[on~ratulations on 7 5 gears 
of l~adership for Hellenisml 

from 
The 1996-1997 Ahepa Supreme Lodge 

The A HEPA Supreme Lodge for 1996-97. Standing from left: Governors Paul G. Pappas, of Poland, Ohio; James 
Katramadros, of Colonia, N.J.; Byron Smyrniotis, of St. Louis, Mo.; James Miller, of Portland, Or.; Ike Gulas, of 
Birmingha111, Al.; George Anagnostos, of Portsmouth, R.I. and John Gro11omanides, Jr., of Westerly, R.I, 
Seated from left: Secretary James F. Dimitriou, of Palos Verdes Estates, Calif,; Canadian President Anthony 
Mavromaras, of Agincourt, Ontario; President Spiro J, Macris, of Wilmington, N.C. and Vice President Steve A. 
Manta, of Chicago. Not pictured are: Co■nselor John Antholis, of Morristown, N.J.; Athletic Director Monthe 
N. Kofos, of Marlboro, Mass.; Governor Nicholas A. Karacostas, of Flushing, N. Y.; Sons National Advisor 
Ja■es Lolis, of Woodside, N.Y. and Treasurer Michael D. Papapanu, of Penfield, N.Y. 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
••••••••••••••••••••• 

An Obligation To History 
As I was earching through various Ahepa archival materials for relevant pho

tos and articles in preparation for this edition of the magazine, I was struck by the 
amazing number of events, trends, and ideas which have come and gone during 
Ahepa's 75 years. Here, in no particular order, is a sampling of some of them: 

C 
lcluca ••• 09reulve 

Auoclatlo■ 

The fact that the Ahepa ha outlasted 
all of these events and trends, great and 
small, is a testament to the organizations 

founders, leaders, 
and members and 
to the real need it 
ha filled in the 
community. No 
other Greek
American 
organization has 
been around a 
long because no 
other group has 
been able to 

provide the same 
fraternal, cultural, and philanthropic 
services. 

Ahepa's 75th anniversary carries signif
icance and obligation - significance 
because it proves the organization's rele
vance and staying power in a world which 
has changed so much. Ahepa's obligation 
is to the thousands of members who built 
and continue to sustain it and to future 
generations for whom it must change to 
continue to survive and serve. 

World War II 
world communism 
the Brooklyn Dodgers 
short skirts for women 

(at least twice) 
18 Presidential administrations 
rail as a primary means 

of continental travel 
radio as the primary means of 

communication and entertainment 
$.25 gasoline 
the Great Depression 
energy shortages 
manual typewriters 
skinny ties 
wide ties 
the League of Nations 
CB radios 
fondue 
nuclear arms race 
carbon paper 
Watergate 
regional wars, revolutions 

and coup d' etats 
beatniks 
silent movies 
monarchy 
the Soviet Union 
beehive hairdos 
the Great Society 
the leisure suit 
the mood ring 
transatlantic crossings 

on luxury liners 
soda fountains 
zeppelins 
flappers 
EST 
love-ins 
green stamps 
trolley cars 
film noir 
3-D movies 
Nazism 
rationing 
big bands 
eight-track tape recorders 
crooners 
the Edsel 
Fedora hats 

In the Spring 1997 edition of THE AHEPAN, page 25, the obituary on Past Supreme President 
icholas Strike inadvertently left out the date of Mr. Strike ·s unsuccessful bid for governor of 

Utah, 1972. Our apologies to his family and friends. 

■ 



SUPREME PRESIDENT 
••••••••••••••••••••• 

A Look at The Past; 
A Glimpse of the Future 
by Spiro Macris 

This special issue of THE AHEPAN, 
commemorating the 75th anniver ary of 
the AHEPA, is one which I believe we 
will all read with intense interest and 
appreciation, and one which we will 
treasure for many years to come. Thi 
issue presents an historical review of 
the AHEPA through its 75 years of 
existence, and touches on the multi
faceted nature of the organization. 

This multifaceted nature i , of 
course, Ahepa's strength, for there is 
something in the organization to 

appeal to all Greek 
Americans. There are 
those who would say that 
this is also AHEPA's 
weakness - that it cannot 
focus on any one thing 
and deal with it in a 
definitive and concentrat
ed manner. There is 
some validity to this 

charge, but an inability to focus can 
be as much a product of an unwieldy 
structure as it is a lack of will to per
form. 

Along with many articles that look 
at the pa t, there are three articles that 
look at the future: Dr. Charles Moskos 
on "The Future of Hellenism in 
America," His Eminence Archbishop 
Spyridon on "The Future of the Greek 
Orthodox Church in America," and 
my own article on "The Future of 
AHEPA in America, and Beyond." 
I'm sure you will find these articles 
fascinating reading. 

Canada 
It was my plea

sure to visit 
Montreal, Ottawa 
and Toronto in 
April. I saw won
derful members of 
the AHEPA family 
in each community. 
I saw talent, youth, 

left to Right: Canadian President Anthony Mavromaras, President Spiro 
Macris, Greek Ambassador to Canada loannis Thomouglou and Greek 

Ambassador to Zaire Athanasios Valassidis. 

energy, vision, experience, wisdom 
and maturity - all ingredients neces
sary for building a stronger and better 
AHEPA in Canada. In order to assist 
in this process, I will take two actions: 
1. I will ask the Board of Directors 
to approve the payment of Canadian 
dues in Canadian dollars. I would 
hope that the Canadians would then 
begin a supplementary dues program 
for Canadian purpose only, for 
example, the publication of a 
Canadian AHEPA magazine. 
2. With the advice of the Canadian 
President, Tony Mavromaras, I shall 
appoint a Canadian Cyprus and 
Hellenic Affairs Committee which 
will seek to educate the Parliament 
and the Canadian Government in 
matters relating to Greece, Cyprus 
and the Patriarchate. 

Annual Trip to Greece 
In early May, the AHEPA once 

again undertook its annual two
week journey to Greece, Cyprus and 
the Patriarchate. The cope and 
depth of this trip has never been 
truly appreciated by the Greek
American community at large. 

Perhaps the fault lies with the 
AHEPA for not publicizing it ade
quately. Because of the nature of 
this special anniversary issue, a full 
article on the trip will appear in the 
next issue of the magazine. Let it 
be said, however, that this trip 
occurring year after year as it does, 
is an achievement which no other 
organization can come close to 
matching. 

It is at the same time a fact-finding 
trip, an opportunity to raise the pro
file of AHEPA in Greece and Cyprus, 
a means of showing steadfast support 
for the Patriarchate, and finally a 
journey which nourishes the Hellenic 
root of tho e who participate in it. 

A Final Word 
This will be my last message in 

THE AH EPAN magazine as 
President of the AHEPA. I thank 
all of you for having given me the 
opportunity to serve you. It has 
been both a trying and a rewarding 
experience, and I can only hope and 
pray that my efforts have made a 
difference in helping to build a bet
ter and stronger AHEPA. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
••••••••••••••••••••• 

It's Time To Take 
A Step Back And 
Look Forward 

It's been a tumultuous time in Ahepa's 
history to serve on its Board of Directors. 
Our thoughts and actions have been dominated 
by attorneys, law suits and counter suits, 
financial pressures, blame and retribution, 
some victories and many disappointments. 
We've seen the trust we placed in others 
abused and we have seen first hand what the 
combination of connivance and greed can do 
,---~------. to an organization. The AHEPA Board of Directors for 1996-97. 

But this anniversary 
is a time to stop, step 
back, and reflect on the 
best aspects of the Ahepa 
and its accomplishments: 

Standing from left: Former AHEPA President A. Steve Bebelos, James Anas, Ernest 
Tsaptsinos, Steve Moskos, Secretary George Paul, and Spiros "Sam" Arfaras. Seated 
from left: Vice Chairman A. Jack Georgalas, Chairman Sam Nakis, AHEPA President Spiro 
Macris, and Vice President Steve A. Manta. Not pictured is Thomas J. Lukas. 

the proud, smart, tough people 
who built this organization; the 
role Ahepa has played in fully 
integrating Greek-Americans into 
every manner of this ociety; the 
thousands of students Ahepa has 
helped get an education; the mil
lions of dollars Ahepa has raised 
for various charitable and philan

thropic causes; the innumerable life-long friendships 
which have been formed; the recreational opportuni
ties provided by Ahepa' athletic programs; our moral, 
political, and financial support for Greece and 
Cyprus; and the youths who have found friendship 

BOAIID Of1 DllmCFOIIS 
Chairman 
Sam aids 

Directors 
JamesAnas 
369 Primerose Place, 

and character-building opportunities in the 
youth auxiliaries. 

It is the more noble and positive char
acteristics of the Ahepa which keep many 
of us loyal and working hard for it con
tinued success. And it is these 
characteristics which will see us through 
present and future challenges. Ahepa's success can 
only continue if we build on its remarkable achieve
ments and continue to serve our members and the 
community. On behalf of current and future board 
members, I express my gratitude to those that contin
ue to give back to an organization which has given so 
much over the last 75 years. 

Steve Moskos 
359 Canterbury Lane, Charle ton, SC 29407 
803-556-6608 

220 Fox Chapel Lane, 
Chesterfield, MO 63005 
314-394-8261 

Burlington, Ont. L7 1T7, C ADA 
905-634-4244 

Erne t Tsaptsinos 
365 Aldo Drive, Silverton, NJ 08753 
908-775-5690 

Vice Chairman 
A. Jack Georgalas 
726 York Point Road, 
Seaford, VA23696 
804-874-6600 

Secretary 
George Paul 
415 Golden State St., 
Menderson, NV 89012 
702-269-8929 
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Spiro "Sam" Arfaras 
7<174 EliseDrive, 
Middleburg Heights, OH 44130 
330-273-6117 

A. Steve Betzelo 
4660 W Bryn Mawr, 
Chicago, IL 60646 
312-561-9225 

Thomas J. Lukas 
825 E. Park Avenue, 
Long Beach, 11561 
718-274-6968 

80AIID 0,, A,,.,,.,,. 
Chairman 
George Rowlas 
10430 Oak Tree Road, Ft. Wayne, 1N 46845 
219-480-6587 

George Papadoplos 
144 South Dawes Ave., Kingston, PA 18704 
717-288-0283 

Craig Clawson 
302 S. 53rd Street, Omaha, NE 68132 
402-391-5000 
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How AH EPA 
So Richly Enhances 

Our Dynamic 
American & 
Canadian 

mm 
Since the time 
of the KKK: 
A historic 
catalyst of 
progress, 
challenges and 
opportunities 

James Scofield 

ii o bo Ii 
lHEPA and the Son, 

Fear and Tragedy 
It is 1922. The evil shadows of bigotry, 

hatred and intolerance cast their malignant dark
ness on North America. 

The newly-reorganized Ku Klux Klan ram
pages over frightened immigrants and helpless 
minorities in the United States. It dominates 
politics in states in both the North and the South. 
In Canada, its dangerous wicked ways are trans
planted and flourish. 

Three million militant Klansmen stalk across 
our continent. 

The Klan elects sixteen U.S. senators (nine 
Republicans, seven Democrats), eleven gover
nors (six Republicans, five Democrats) and an 
undetermined large number of Congressmen 
during its reign of te1Tor and power, 

Klan organizations rule local politics in the 
major cities of Denver, Dallas, Indianapolis and 
Portland, Oregon, as well as in the smaller cities 
of Youngstown, Ohio; El Paso, Texas; Canon 
City, Colorado; Anaheim, California; and 
Portland, Maine, and elsewhere. 

In 1922, California and Oregon voters elect a 
Klan-endorsed gubernatorial candidate. Then in 
1924, a Klan candidate wins the governorship in 
Kansas. That same year, the Klan endorses U.S. 
Senate winners in Alabama, Georgia, lndiana, 
Oklahoma, Colorado and Texas. It also wins the 
gubernatorial contests in five of these six states, nar
rowly losing in Texas to an anti-Klan candidate. 

of Pericles. He is an 
award-winning 
journalist and _n-e•--w-s""~_"",-t,""'d 

., -i<dibrary expert • 
-J- -t,::·''' • • recognized 

North of the border, the Canadian Klan 
becomes a strong force in British Columbia, 
Alberta and Saskatchewan, and to a lesser extent 
in Ontario. It is not as powerful, but has to be 
reckoned with in Manitoba, Quebec and the 

II 

internationally for 
his pioneering of 
electronic news 
information systems. 
His father and uncles, 
all Ahepans, risked 
their lives and 
livelihood to fight the 
KKK in northwest 
Indiana in the 1920's. 

Mari times. 
At its peak, the Canadian Klan strikes boldly 

with violence and boycott, stages massive public 
rallies, lobbies successfully for changes in gov
ernment policy and achieves considerable 
political clout, electing many officials on the local 
and provincial levels. 

At U.S. election polls, the KKK hands out 
cards which read: 

• • I I 
I 

AHEPA Headquarters in Washington, DC 

When cotton grows on the fig tree 

And alfalfa hangs on the rose 

When the aliens run the United States 

And the Jews grow a straight nose 

When the Pope is praised by every one 

In the land of Uncle Sam 

And a Greek is elected President 

THEN-the Ku Klux won't 

be worth a damn_ 

A Dream Realized 
Meanwhile, visionary Americans of Hellenic 

heritage create the Order of AHEPA in Atlanta 
and the high tide of infamy begins to recede. 

Today the 1920's version of the KKK is long 
gone-and its weak successors are virtual nonentities. 

Despite some unfortunate twists and turns. the 
AHEPA continues to thrive seventy-five years 
after its legendary birth. 

But most important, primarily because of 
AHEPA action and vigilance, Hellenic Americans 
and Hellenic Canadians now are in the vital main
stream of accomplishment and leadership. They 
are accepted, validated and endorsed by their fel
low American and Canadian citizens-elite and 
ethnic, native-born and foreign-born. 

SUMMER 1997 • THE AHEPAN 



Inspired Invention 
It has been wisely said that if the Order of AHEPA did not 

exist, somebody with inspired vision would invent it. 
It would be invented out of sheer necessity-to protect our 

people everywhere in the world, to enhance our public image, 
to channel our philanthropy, to educate our young, to house 
our needy elderly, to fight diseases affecting us, to kindle the 
progress of our causes and to celebrate our triumphs. 

Such a positive grass roots 

political, the religious, the ethnic or the fraternal. 
AHEPA symbolizes and captures the magnitude and 
diversity of the people we represent and of the nation in 
which we live. 

Deserved Praise 
Former U.S. President George Bush eloquently and correct

ly described the Order of AHEPA as one of "the thousand 
points of light." It is a dynamic and distinguished vol

organization would capture the 
imagination and respect of the 
governmental leaders of both the 
United States and Canada. 

The general citizenry would 
admire these Hellenes for their 
influence and prominence as an 
interested, involved and responsi
ble group. 

They would point to us as a 
model ethnic fraternal organiza
tion, worthy of flattering imitation. 

Thus. it is up to each 
and all of us to make 

our AHEPA family 
better and greater ... to 

make sure that our 
noble Order prospers 
and grows now and in 
the fast-approaching 

unteer organization which makes America 
greater-and adds to the solid stature of Canada. 

And the complimentary sentiments expressed by 
President Bush have been echoed again and again in 
words of appreciation by many U.S. presidents and 
Canadian prime ministers since our founding. 

No other Hellenic organization or institution any
where enjoys so unanim6usly the sincere 
acknowledgment, respectful admiration and great 
esteem which AHEPA holds among world governmen
tal leaders-including those of Greece and 
Cyprus-and others in high positions. 

But the real truth and reality is 
that we already have all this in our 
existing AHEPA family. 

Twenty-First 
Century ... and beyond. A Bright Future 

Deeds and Leadership 
AHEPA has earned its laurels through noble deeds. 
The patriotism of its members is exemplified by its success 

during World War II when AHEPA sold over 500 million dol
lars of U.S. War Bonds, a miraculous sum at that time-more 
than was raised by any other organization in America. 

In another sphere, Ahepans have been the prime organizers 
and leaders of nearly 400 Greek Orthodox church parishes 
throughout North America, while maintaining the non-sectari
an character of AHEPA. They also help to finance and lead 
national and diocesan church institutions. 

AHEPA contributes more than two million dollars a year 
through its national, district and chapter levels to charitable 
endeavors. AHEPA fights for human rights. AHEPA fosters 
education. AHEPA funds medical research. AHEPA champi
ons the preservation of Hellenism. AHEPA supports good 
government. It stands in the forefront of what is right for 
America and Canada. 

Singular Success 
Today, American Hellenes proudly rank number one among 

all ethnic groups in individual educational attainment and sec
ond in individual wealth. Canadian Hellenes appear to 
duplicate this remarkable status. 

It is obvious that we have succeeded in every 
facet of American and Canadian life ... despite 
discrimination and even violence against us. 

AHEPA has played the key historic role in 
achieving this success, indeed worthy of our 
ancient ancestors. 

Bridges and Missions 
Yes, the Ku Klux Klan deserved to die-and 

died. AHEPA deserves to live-and lives. It 
Jives as the true Number One organization of 
Hellenism. 

It lives as the only bridge between those of us 
who are Greek Orthodox Christians and those 
Hellenes who are not. It lives as the Ione gath
ering place for our people and those 
Philhellenes of other religions and nationalities 
who wish to join with us for the common good. 

Yes, AHEPA will continue unabated 
its golden service to all humanity. 

Yes, the future of AHEPA does indeed appear 
as bright as sunshine-with an unbroken span of 
productive and successful years beckoning over 
the horizon of the new century. 

The AHEPA is more than just alive and well. 
AHEPA is on the rise .. .it is on the move .. .it is responding to 
and reflecting the needs, desires and hopes of our Hellenic 
people everywhere. 

AHEPA is realizing the grand visions of its founders ... and it 
is well on its way to fulfilling a brilliant future for generations 
yet to come. 

It Depends On Us 
Of course, the magnitude of such a promising future for 

AHEPA depends on the depth of our dedication, our forward 
thinking and our devotion to its precious principles of 
Fratemalism, Hellenism and Good Citizenship for America and 
for Canada. 

It is an ancient certainty that the progress of any group is 
determined solely by its members. All the lofty goals, magnifi
cent guidelines, lawful Constitutional mandates and fancy 
organizational charts mean nothing if the members do not 
respond effectively to challenges and opportunities. People make 
things happen. 

Thus, it is up to each and all of us to make our AHEPA family 
better and greater .. .to 
make sure that our noble 
Order prospers and grows 
now and in the fast
approaching Twenty-First 
Century ... and beyond. 

AHEPA goes far beyond the civic, the AHEPA tlnughout United States and Canada 

It will happen. Only 
because all of you are 
indeed worthy and 
deserving of what 
AHEPA has been, is now 
and will be-the glorious 
crown jewel of 
Hellenism-the mighty 
shining beacon of hope 
for Hellenes and 
Philhellenes throughout 
the world. 

THE AHEPAN • SUMMER 1997 ■ 
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FEATURE 
••••••••••••••••••••• 

THREE UNIQUE VIEWS ON THE FUTURE OF 
AHEPA, THE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH AND 
HELLENISM IN AMERICA 

The Future of 
Hellenism in America 

Looking at the future of Hellenism in America, there is 
both good news and bad news. 

First, the bad news. The demographics are not good. 
The era of migration is over. In 1995, the last year for 
which data are available, the number of immigrants coming 
to America from Greece was only 1,300. If one factors in 
returnees to the old country, there may even be a net loss 
through migration. To make matters worse, the Greek 
American population, along with other well off and well 
educated groups, has a low birth rate (as does Greece 
itself). In other words, we are not reproducing ourselves 
either through immigration or family size. 

So what are the numbers of Greek Americans? 
According to the 1990 United States census there are some 
900,000 Americans who state they have some Greek ances
try. Of these, about 200,000 are immigrants, 400,000 are 
American born of full Greek parentage, and 300,000 of 
mixed parentage. Needless to say, not all of those who 
acknowledge Greek ancestry identify themselves with the 
Greek American community. Independent survey data 
indicates that some 600,000 Americans report themselves 
as Greek Orthodox, a figure that probably comes closest to 
the number of identifying Greek Americans. 

To compound matters, the Greek American population is 
relatively old. The children of the great wave of immi
grants in the early decades of this century are now 
themselves reaching advanced age. Along with our immi
grant forebears, this "second generation" has been at heart 
of the organizational life of the Greek-American communi
ty. In a decade or two, there will be few around with living 
memory of the pioneer Greek immigrants. 

If these prognostications weren't gloomy enough, we 
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must also confront the growing ratio of intermarriages. 
Since 1980, over two-thirds of Church marriages involve a 
non-Orthodox. But even this figure understates the real 
number of intermarriages as we can safely assume that vir
tually all those who marry outside the Church - a large, if 
unknown, number - are marrying non-Greeks. At one 
time, Greek parents hoped their children would marry 
Greeks, now they hope their children will marry within the 
Greek Orthodox Church. 

These elemental facts mean that, if there is to be a future 
for Hellenism in this country, a prima
ry concern must be with non-Greek 
spouses and the children of the mixed 
marriages. The core question is what 
happens to the children of intermar-
ried couples. Common sense suggests 
that these children will have less of a 
Greek identity than those who are the 
offspring of two Greek-American par
ents. Furthermore, for the large 
majority of the grandchildren of the 
immigrants and later generations Greek 
language competency ranges from 
meager to nonexistent, even among 
those with solely Greek ancestry. 

a life-long Ahepan, is 
professor of Sociology 

1--::-
'· at _Nort~w~st~.!'!,,., ,, . , ,, ~;,_. \ 
University in Evanston;~ • • ·• . 
Illinois. Born in 
Chicago of parents 
coming from Northern 
Epirus, he is the 

Now to the good news. The Greek 
Orthodox Church could be on the 
verge of exponential growth within 
American society. We are seeing two 
exciting spiritual developments within 
Christian Orthodoxy in the United 
States. One is the emerging move
ment toward pan-Orthodoxy; the other 
is the phenomenal growth of Orthodox 
monastic orders in recent years. 

author of many books 
and published pieces 
in the New York 
Times, Washington 
Post and many more. 
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The major liturgical churches in this country, moreover, 
are ripe for a mass conversion to Christian Orthodoxy. 
Roman Catholicism faces a crises because of the celibate 
priesthood and the glaring gap between its proscriptions 
and what its members practice. Many Episcopalians are 
dismayed at the social trends they see as ascendant in 
their congregations. A significant movement toward 
Christian Orthodoxy from these disaffected parishioners 
can be expected to the degree our Church is not viewed as 
ethnically exclusive. Already, evangelical Protestants 
seeking a canonical Church are coming over to Eastern 
Orthodoxy in large numbers. 

Paradoxically enough, the more the Church reaches out 
and accepts non-Greeks, always without compromise of its 
doctrinal tenets, the more it insures its own flowering and, 
therefore, guarantees some form of Greek-American ethnic 
survival into the indefinite future. Now that intermarriage 
has become the rule rather than exception, its meaning has 
also been transformed. Marrying a non-Greek no longer 
carries a stigma, thus it is much easier for exogamous 
Greek Americans and their spouses to play an active mem
bership in the Greek American community. Rather than 
bewailing mixed-marriages, we should look at these mar
riages as opportunities for advancing the faith. 

If Hellenism in the Church is to become less nationalis
tic, the maintenance of Greek identity in this country must 
follow a different path. The key to bolstering Greek ethnici
ty is to foster connections of Greek Americans with the old 
country. The advent of inexpensive airfare makes travel 
and stays in Greece much more feasible than ever before. 
Today's youth - and here we include those of Greek stock, 
mixed parentage, and even philhellene non-Greeks - will 
be the repository of future Hellenism in America. 

Well designed education programs in Greece can be the 
major means to foster both a Greek American identity and 
a revival of the Greek language in this country. For exam
ple, more and more college students are spending a "junior 
year abroad." What better country for Greek American 
youth to do so than Greece? Already over a half dozen 
American college programs can be found in Greece. 
Likewise, excellent summer courses in Modern Greek and 
Greek culture already exist. Thinking ahead, we could 
easily envision an exchange program of a high school year 
in Greece or a "fifth year" of study in Greece following 
college graduation in America. Many older Greek 
Americans would also find a language and culture vacation 
in the old country very attractive. 

In this country Hellenic studies programs in colleges and 
universities should be fostered and linked with continuing 
education in Greece. Whether in America or in Greece, it 
is the "E" for education in AHEPA that will matter most in 
the long run. 

For Hellenism to have a future in America, then, we 
must proceed along two avenues: the religious and the eth
nic. Each is different, yet complementary to the other. By 
opening up to the spiritually hungry, the Church will bring 
more Americans into contact with Greek ethnicity. By 
becoming more Greek in a secular sense, more people will 
find their way to Greek Orthodoxy in a spiritual manner. 

In brief, as our Christian Orthodox membership becomes 
wider, our Greek ethnic identity must become deeper. This 
is the way for Hellenism to have a future in America. 

The Future of The 
Greek Orthodox 
Church of America 

After seventy-five years of expan
sion, adjustment, and adaptation to 
the American experience, the Greek . 
Orthodox Church in the United States ~ 
is now embarking on what may be 
the most critical stage of our growth 
as part of the American religious and 
cultural landscape. I would note the 
following three profound and life
changing questions which destiny is 
posing to us; for which we must be 
poised and ready to answer for our 
own sake and the sake of our children. 
1) Are we going to be able to main
tain and transmit to our children the 
essential elements of the Greek 
Orthodox Faith, Worship, Practice 
and Tradition within the pluralistic 
marketplace - the "agora" if you 
will - of this, the most powerful 
country on earth? 
2) Are we going to be able to main
tain - not a dual identity of Greek and 
American - but a unified identity as 
Greek Orthodox Christians who have 
both a proud Hellenic heritage and legacy and an equally 
proud citizenship of this great country? 
3) Are we going to be able to embrace diversity in our 
local church communities, our families, our children's 
choices of spouses, and at that same time resist assimila
tion and homogenization of our unique gift and I would 
go so far to say our God-ordained responsibility to 
America - to be ourselves, to be who and what we are?! 
With pride, not arrogance. With humility, not embar
rassment. With truthfulness, not compromise. With 
love, not envy. 

The answers to these questions will speak volumes 
about the future of the Greek Orthodox People of 
America, and I believe that it is a bright future indeed. 

After four or even five generations in this country, the 
process of simmering in the greater melting pot of America 
has changed the complexion of our communities. Local 
parishes, for the most part, do not serve the principal social 
and educational needs of the average Greek Orthodox 

FAITH, CULTURE, ETHOS, 

HI STORY, LANGUAGE AND LOCAL 

TRADITIONS FORM A COMPLEX 

FABRIC OF SELF-IDENTITY AND 

SOCIAL IDENTIFICATION. 
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Christian. The Greek In our day, we have 
Language, once part and 
parcel of home life, has 
disappeared from the 
daily experience of many 
families, if not most, of 
our young people. Dates 
like May 29, 1453, 
March 25, 1821 and 
October 28, 1940 are in 
danger of being relegat
ed to remote comers in 
our collective memory. 
Even the most basic 
tenets of the Greek 
Orthodox Faith are often 
not transmitted in under-

THIS ULITIMATELY ME.ANS THAT WE NEED 

TO SEE OUR IDENTITY AS GREEK 

ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS AS A FULLY 

INTEGRATED TOTALITY, REPRESENTING THE 

HELLENIC PATRIMONY WE HAVE RECEIVED 

FROM OUR NATURAL ANCESTORS, THE 

RESPONSIBLITIES AND PRIVILEGES OF 

BEING AMERICANS, AND MOST OF ALL, THE 

the extraordinary 
opportunity, by virtue 
of the efforts of our 
immediate forebears, to 

bear 
witness to the Gospel 
and spread this faith 
through the inclusion of 
spouses, adopted and 
step-children - the very 
experience of the 
American blended fami
ly - in the Greek 
Orthodox Church. It is 
no accident that that our 

SPIRITUAL INHERITANCE WE HAVE AS 

ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS. 

standable ways for our young 
people, thus leaving them to grow up in a highly demanding 
society without the benefit of a firm grounding in the Faith. 

These are serious challenges that we must face with a 
unified and consistent effort. It is no longer possible to 
assume that people of Greek Orthodox descent will remain 
so, unless the Church and the ancillary communities such 
as AHEPA, which together with the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese is celebrating its seventy-fifth anniversary this 
year, commence a proactive and focused response to the 
needs of our own people. Faith, culture, ethos, history, lan
guage and local traditions form a complex fabric of 
self-identity and social identification. The enormous 
advantage that we have as Americans is that we have the 
freedom and opportunity to pursue weaving this great 
tapestry of life in the most prosperous nation on earth. The 
disadvantage is that we become lax and/or overconfident 
about our ability to fulfill our truly apo tolic mission to nur
ture the Faith within our own community and share the 
Faith with our neighbors. 

Thi ultimately means that we need to see our identity 
as Greek Orthodox Christians as a fully integrated totality, 
representing the Hellenic patrimony we have received from 
our natural ancestors, the responsibilities and privileges of 
being Americans, and most of all, the spiritual inheritance 
we have as Orthodox Christians. Only with a full apprecia
tion and acceptance of ourselves for what we truly are, can 
we avoid the divisions and divisiveness that would threaten 
our unified identity. 

Not only will a secure sense of our elves bring together 
all our best gifts, but it will enable us to share them with 
others. We know that in many of our communities, up to 
ninety percent of the marriages are with a spouse of a dif
ferent Christian community. This would have been 
unheard of only twenty years ago. Here, in this sociologi
cal and demographic reality, is the key to our progress in 
the future. Where some would see this set of events to be a 
crisis, I see a remarkable opportunity. 

In the first decades of Christianity, Gentile (or Greek) 
peoples were grafted on to the root of the Judaeo-Christian 
community, and thereby opened both groups to the riches 
each one had of themselves. (Let us not forget that the syn
thesis of the Hellenic Mind with the Christian Gospel was 
in accord with the divine plan, the oeconomia of God; for it 
was through Greek Paideia that the transmission of the 
Gospel was made possible in the Hellenistic world of the 
first four centuries of the Christian Era.) 
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mothers and fathers 
came to these shore 

seeking a brighter future for themselves and their chil
dren. They were and still are part of the divine plan to 
bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to every nation under 
heaven. And what better place to start than right here in 
the United States of America! 

It is a seemingly great paradox, but the plain and sim
ple truth is that all that we hold dear: our Faith, language, 
culture, ethos and all the rest - can only be kept and 
preserved by giving it freely and lovingly away. As we 
share the totality of the Greek Orthodox experience, we 
shall find that we are strengthening our own foundations. 
And as we fortify those same foundations and make them 
strong, we shall find that our neighbors are attracted to 
the truth of our message. America is a great nation, not 
an archipelago. Let us not pretend that we can exist in 
isolation like some forgotten island in the cultural ocean 
about us. We have a transformative and transfiguring 
role to play. 

Therefore, I would exhort every Greek Orthodox 
Christian to live in hope and expectation about the 
future. Let us, as we say in the Creed, the Pistevo, 
which we call the Symbol of our Faith, believe, con
fess, and look forward. 

Let us believe with the conviction of our ancestors, 
who, as we chant at Pentecost, "caught the world with 
a net," who built the greatest Christian Commonwealth 
in the history of the world, and who held onto their 
faith through four hundred years of religious persecu
tion. Are we then destined to lose this "parakatathiki" 
- this great inheritance in a few paltry generations? I 
think not! 

Let us confess our faith with boldness, with courage, 
with an eagerness to share with others borne out of our 
love, respect and genuine concern. This is not the pride 
that "goeth before the fall," but a joyful and dignified 
self-respect which we should foster in our children. 

And so, let us look forward to a bright and glowing 
future, filled with unheard of opportunity and virtually 
limitless possibilities. Truly, we are in the hands of God. 
And in these divine hands the future of the Greek 
Orthodox Church of America rests, for with His grace, 
with His blessings, with His power and according to His 
purposes, we can and will accomplish "all things to the 
glory of God." 

Continued on page 14 
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The Future of 
AHEPA in America, 
and Beyond 

has served two 
terms as A-'EPA '-'?"'! 
President. He 
practices 
orthodontics in 
Wilmington, North 
Carolina and has 
long been active in 
the Greek American 
community. 

As the AHEPA celebrates its 75th 
anniversary, it is fitting that we step 
back and look at the changed, and 
changing, world about us, and then 
make ome judgments about the role 
of AHEPA in this new world. 

In 1989 the Berlin Wall fell and 
there followed a series of events 
which few could dream would happen 
so soon and so quickly: the reunifica
tion of Gennany; the collapse of the 
Soviet Union; and the total emancipa
tion of the nations of eastern Europe. 
Today the nations of Hungary, Poland, 
and the Czech Republic are about to 
become members of NATO. 

The cold war is over; there is only 
one superpower and it is the United 
States. The old world view of two 
powers - the United States and the 
Soviet Union - in deadly competition 

for the minds and hearts of the peoples of the world - has been 
forever shattered. Historians and political scientists, however, 
have been studiously at work devising new world views - new 
paradigms - of the nations and peoples of this planet. 

One paradigm is expressed in Samuel Huntington's 
Clash of Civilizations, where he puts forth the notion that 
there are basically only seven or eight tribes, or civilizations 
- the Western, the Latin, the Islamic, the Orthodox, the 
Hindu, the Chinese, the Japanese and the African - and that 
at the contact points of these civilizations there will be con
tinuing friction from time to time. This paradigm 
certainly explains what has always 

other countries with Greek populations: Cyprus, Egypt, the 
Black Sea area, Russia, Germany, England, France, South 
Africa and South America. There are remnants of course in 
Turkey, the Balkans, and the Central Asian Islamic states. 

There are then some 15 - 17 million members of the 
Hellenic tribe throughout this global village. More impor
tantly, is this tribe, scattered throughout the world, at a 
point in its evolution wherein it can come together in a 
loose network of sorts, to help itself to face the coming 
competition of tribal or civilizational conflict - which will 
not be in the form of physical combat or war - but a more 
subtle but no less life-threatening fo1m of conflict - an eco
nomic and cultural combat? 

I say the answer is yes. And so does the government of 
Greece, which has ju tin the last two years established and 
promoted a new world organization of Greeks abroad - its 
acronym being SAE - its purpose being to bring together in a 
network all the various diaspora communities. And to what 
end? To promote Hellenic culture, to foster economic cooper
ation, and to seek assistance from these diaspora communities 
on the so called national issues - Cyprus, the Aegean, and the 
Patriarchate. Do the e goals sound familiar? 

The role of AHEPA in this new paradigm will not deter
mine whether the AHEPA survives or not; the AHEPA will 
survive in some fonn or another. The type of role that 
AHEPA elects to play in this paradigm is of course the signif
icant question. Will it remain primarily a social institution 
with some philanthropic goals, more inward looking than not, 
and more parochial than global in vision? Or will it become 
the secular voice of the Greek communities in the English 
speaking countries of the United States, Canada and 
Australia? This opportunity ce1tainly is real, and my trip to 
Australia was made in an effort to reestablish ties and lay the 
groundwork for this eventuality. Can AHEPA be successfully 
established in other Greek diaspora communities of the 
world? Again I think the answer is yes. But obviously it will 
not happen without planning and effo11. What will be the 
relation of AHEPA to SAE - one of cooperation or adver ari
a!? That remains to be seen. There are important issues here 
that must be resolved. 

Twenty-five years from now, when AHEPA celebrates its 100th 
anniversaiy, what kind of 

been true in the Balkans, and what we 
are seeing today in Bosnia, a struggle 
for supremacy among the Western (or 
Catholic in this instance), the Orthodox 
and the Muslim civilizations. 

WE SEEM TO HAVE COME FULL 

CIRCLE FROM OUR BEGINNINGS. 

organization will we be? 
I.We must be an organiza
tion which seeks to 
educate its members and 

If we are to accept this world view, 
or paradigm, then let us look at the 
Hellenic tribe a bit more closely. 
How large a tribe are we? In 
Greece, the motherland - patrida - or 
the metropolis, as the Greeks there 
would have it, there are approximate

FROM OUR ORIGINAL GOAL OF 

AMERICANIZING OURSELVES, 

WHICH WE HAVE DONE WITH A 

VENGEANCE, WE NOW HAVE THE 

NEED TO RETAIN OUR HELLENIC 

ROOTS, FOR THE SAKE OF OUR 

all Greek Americans about 
their history and the histo
ry of Hellenism. Arthur 
M. Schlesinger, Jr., in his 
book The Disuniting of 
America wrote these 
words: "For history is to 
the nation rather a memo

ry i to the individual. As ly IO million people. In the United 
States, the experts say there are 
approximately 900,000 Americans with 

CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN. 

Greek ancestry - my gut instinct tells me there are more. In 
Canada there are some 400,000 people of Greek ancestry, 
and in Australia some 750,000 people of Greek ancestry. 

The U.S., Canada and Australia are the countries with the 
largest numbers of diaspora Greeks. Interestingly, these coun
tries are Anglo-Saxon in culture, English speaking in language, 
and totally free in religions and political expression. There are 

an individual deprived of 
memory becomes disorient

ed and lost, not knowing where he has been or where he is 
going, so a nation denied a conception of its past will be dis
abled in dealing with its present and its future." 

As Archbishop Spyridon says in his article on the future 
of the Church: "Dates like May 29, 1453, March 25, 1821, 
and October 28, 1940 are in danger of being relegated to 
remote corners in our collective memory." 

SUMMER 1997 • THE AHEPAN 



That is why articles such as the one which appeared in 
the Fall 1996 issue of THE AHEPAN, "September 6, 1955: 

Spring 1997 issue of THE AHEPAN in describing my trip 
to Australia. The global competition of which Professor 
Huntington speaks in his Clash of Civilizations is upon us. Krystallnacht in Constantinople," by Dr. Speros Vryonis, 

Jr., must be an important part of every issue of the magazine. 
Book reviews and stories on significant cultural events 
must become a staple of THE AHEPAN magazine. 
Furthermore, the collection of historical records of our 
chapters and the Greek communities, and the establishment 
of a Greek American archives must be undertaken. 
2. We must be an organization which continues to stress the 
"E" in AHEPA, as Dr. Charles Moskos states in his article 
"The Future of Hellenism in America," and as Dr. Minas 
Savvas states in his article "The E in AHEPA: A Reaction 
and A Few Modest Proposals" in the Winter 1997 issue of 
THE AHEPAN. Our chapters alone have well over 2 million 
dollars in trust funds and give out perhaps $300,000 in schol
arships each year. Should the extent 

Let me succinctly recapitulate: the AHEPA must promote 
a historical knowledge of Hellenism among all Greek 
Americans; it must initiate a program of trips to Greece for 
Greek American youth, in order to foster emotional bonding 
between the third and fourth generation Greek Americans 
and Greece and Cyprus; it must step up and assume great 
responsibilities befitting an international organization in 
regard to a global Hellenism. The AHEPA must do all this, 
and still remain distinctly and uniquely American. 

and nature of these programs be reex
amined? Dr. Van Coufoudakis and Dr. 
Savvas present fresh and imaginative 
ideas in their articles in the Winter issue 
about what the "E" should represent. 

Dr. Moskos further states that "the 
key to bolstering Greek ethnicity is to 
foster connections of Greek Americans 
with the old country." He points out that 
with negligible immigration, an aging 
Greek American population, and a 
growing ratio of intermarriages, our 
efforts at retaining our Hellenic heritage 
must be focused on our youth. The jour
ney to Greece for AHEPA youth 
unfortunately ended several years ago, 
and on a sour note. I am pleased to 
report that a new journey has been initi
ated this summer through the generosity 
of the Cyprus government for thirteen 
youths to spend two weeks in Cyprus in 
July. AHEPA must seek to expand this 
program to include a stay in Greece and 
a visit to the Patriarchate. This must 
become a number one priority and all 
the resources of AHEPA must be 
focused on this goal! 

The issue of the Greek language must 
be reexamined. The Australia AHEPA 
has permitted a chapter in Melbourne to 
conduct its meetings in Greek. Should 
the AHEPA in the United States consider 
the idea of having Greek spoken at occa
sional meetings of chapters? Should the 
AHEPA become a source of financial 
support for Greek schools in communi
ties around the country? We seem to 
have come full circle from our begin
nings. From our original goal of 
Americanizing ourselves, which we have 
done with a vengeance, we now have the 
need to retain our Hellenic roots, for the 
sake of our children and grandchildren. 
3. Finally we must be an organization 
which is aware of the world we live in 
and which is truly international in 
scope. I spoke on this point in the 

THE AHEPAN • SUMMER 1997 

Can we meet these challenges? It is our choice to make. 
We must not fail our parents and our grandparents. We 
must not fail our heritage. 
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EDUCATION, 
PROGRESS, AHEP A 

One hot summer day in 1922, two 
Gteek American businessmen, 
George Polos and John 
Angelopoulos, both traveling sales
men working out of Atlanta, met by 
chance in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
Among other things, they talked 
about the growing wave of hostility 
that targeted their nationality and 
religion. It was a time when the Ku 
Klux Klan, reorganized in 1917 and 
thriving on militant patriotism, was 
enjoying a renaissance of hatred in 
the South. Meanwhile, in 
Washington, DC, Congress and the 
F~deral Government were dis
cussing ways to stem the tide of 
"Jess desirable" imtTtigrants from 
"certain"cou~, which invari
ably inclu.detrthe Balkan natrons. 

Botb men here was a real 
need fi otic organization that 
~direct and channel the energy 
of the Greek community in the 
United States, a group that would be 
politically non-partisan and reli
gioujly non-sectarian. 

There w~s never a shortage of 
Greek fraternal organizations whose 
members came to America from tq,e 
same regiOJl, island or village. 
These were the topika somatia that 
tended to departmentalize the Greek 
American community, keeping it 
well outside of the larger, main
stream American community. 

These regional associati6tis, 
along with the local parish church, 
;brought the struggling immigrant 
..some much-needed comfort, satis-

ying the basic human need of 
"belonging/' In so many cases the 
members of these topika were 
instrumental in organizing and 
building the Greek Orthodox 
parish church across the land. 
Fortunate for future generations, 
many of these organizations are 
still around. So are the communi
ties: they helped establish. 

However, faced with the tenor of 
the times, Polos and Angelopoulos 
agrexg an organization with a much 
larger, national scope was needed. 

The idea for a Pan-Hellenic orga
nization wasn't new. There had 
been the Pan-Hellenic Union, estab
lished in 1907. But victimized by 
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its own fiscal mismanagement and 
charges that it was flat-out an agent 
of the Greek government, it suffered 
an ignoble end before the outbreak 
of World War I. 

Both men agreed that a truly 
American fraternity of Greeks was 
the order of the day-a national 
group that could lead its members to 
rise above the political fights 
between Monarchists and 
Venizelists that typified Greek 
American community life, to its 
detriment. 

They presented the idea to a 
group of twenty-five members of the 
Atlanta Greek community. 
Seventeen men offered their sup
port. Now this group met in closed 
session. On July 26, 1922, the 
American Hellenw Educational 
Progressive Association-the Order 
of AHEPA-was now a reality. 

Twenty more meetings were held 
that year to lay the groundwork. 
Constitution and by- laws were 
adopted. It was decided that mem
bers had to be U.S. citizens or in the 
process of becoming citizens. 
English was adopted as the organi
zation's official language. Annual 
dues were set at $10. Officers were 
elected. The first president of 
AHEPA was Nicholas C. Chotas, an 
Atlanta businessman. 

AHEP A'S FIRST 
DECADE 

AHEPA's first decade wa'S charac
terize.a by explosive growth. 
Initially it was a fraternity based in 
the South and Southwest. Of the 32 
local chapters established between 
September 26, 1922 and October 14, 
1923, just three were in cities north 
of the Mason-Dixon Line. 

Appealing to a rising middle class 

of Greek Americans interested in 
climbing the proverbial ladder of 
success and committed to raising 
their families in America, AHEPA 
had 49 chapters and over 2,800 
members by the end of 1924. By 
1928 there were 192 chapters and 
over 17,000 members nationwide 
including 1 chapter in Canada. Now 
many of the bigger chapters were in 
northern cities. Some of the larger 
cities were host to two or more 
AHEPA chapters. 

The first national convention was 
held in Atlanta in 1923. The second 
conclave gathered in Washington 
DC in September of 1924. The del
egates agreed that the Order should 
have its headquarters in 
the nation's capital, 
despite the fact that 
Washington had no 
enormous Greek com
munity. 

At this convention 
the 47 delegates laid a 
wreath at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier and honored 
Greek Atnericap World War I heto 
George Dilboy, whQ was originally 
from Asia Minor. They also called 
at the White House, where they 
were cordially received by President 
Calvin Coolidge. 

Above all, the IJJOSt vocal critics 
condemned AHEPA's unabashed 
Americanism and what was per
ceived as unrestrained 
assimilationism. 

COMPETITION 
WITHGAPA 

By 1923 AHEPA had a rival: 
GAPA, or the Greek American 
Progressive Association. Along 
with publications of the Greek 
Press, GAPA charged Ahepans were 
"opportunists" and "pseudo-patriot" 
anti-Hellenes committed to a pro

"gram of de-Hellenization." 
On the language question 

AHEPA stood by English as the Ian,~ 
guage of the country in which 
they'd chosen to live. AHEPA's 
publications were in English; 
GAPA's publications were in Greek. 
Greek was heard more or less exclu
sively at GAPA meetings. GAPA 

Continued on page 18 
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chose to openly ally itself with the 
Greek O11hodox Church in 
America-an institution that in the 
'20s admittedly needed all the help 
it could get. AHEPA maintained its 
distance from religious affairs. 
GAPA made its headquarters in 
Pittsburgh, where it was founded, 
amid a large Greek community. 
AHEPA had quickly opted for 
Washington. 

The Royalist-Venizelist contro
versies more or less a thing of the 
past, the rivalry between AHEPA 
and GAPA now kept community 
affairs lively and sometimes hostile. 

Though by 1928 GAPA had orga
nized fifty chapters, primarily in 
cities with large Greek populations, 
it never achieved the success 
AHEPA enjoyed. 

AHEPA would be inherently bet
ter suited for the transition from a 
strictly Greek-born membership to 
one that accommodated Greeks born 
in the old country and the new 
world. It would prove more in tune 
with what it recognized early on was 
the inevitability of assimilation 
resulting from undeniably perma
nent residence in a multi-national 
country like the United States. 

Nor was AHEPA as radical as 
its detractors charged. Once its super
patriotism cooled off somewhat, 

AHEPA adopted a blend of what its 
members considered the most posi
tive aspects of both the Hellenic and 
American cultures. 

In 1924 AHEPA President V.I. 
Chebithes appealed to chapters to 
sponsor Greek orphans left home
less following the Asia Minor 
disaster of two years earlier. $5 a 
month was required to sponsor a 
child, and some AHEPA chapters 
sponsored as many as thirty. 

At its 1925 Chicago convention 
AHEPA urged the U.S. government 
to extend a $50 million loan to 
Greece-and the aid came through. 
$12,000 was also appropriated for a 
scholarship fund. And, in an effort 
to keep peace in the volatile Greek 
American community, AHEPA took 
pain to emphasize it did not oppose 
the existence of the foreign-lan
guage press in the United States. 

AUXILIARIES 
ADDED: 
DAUGHTERS, 
SONS AND MAIDS 

At the 1926 convention in 
Philadelphia a junior order, the Sons 
of Pericles, was organized for the 12-
21 age group (see Sons and Maids 
article on page 48. The first Sons 
chapter was established a short time 
later in Manchester, New Hampshire. 

In time, AHEPA would add auxil
iaries for women and young women, 
too. The Daughters of Penelope (see 
article on page 37 and the Maids of 
Athena would round out a complete 
"AHEPA Family." 

In 1927 AHEPA raised more than 
$53,000 for charitable and philan
thropic activities. The following 
year, in a matter of a few critical 
months, the members pooled over 
$40,000 to aid the city of Corinth, 
which had been devastated by an 
earthquake. AHEPA was making a 
difference, insisted its members, and 
on both sides of the Atlantic. 

A HIGHER PRO~ILE 
IN WASHINGTON 

In 1929 a corps of Ahepans 
marched in President Herbert 
Hoover's inaugural parade-a 
"first" for any Hellenic-American 
group. It was a proud and genteel 
occasion that also included a visit to 
the White House. 

In the coming years AHEPA built 
a stronger, more visible profile in 
Washington. Seventy-five Senators 
and Congressmen attended the 
Order's first Congressional Banquet, 
organized by George C. Vournas. 
Today that biennial event is an 
AHEPA tradition. In recent years 
honorees have included Presidents 
Lyndon Johnson, Jimmy Carter, 

Through 
The Years 

Ahepa 
and the 
Patriarch 

(Clockwise from top} 1990: Past Supreme President Smyrnis, Past Gnncl President Julia Constantine, (89-90) Archbishop lakovot, the late Patriarch 
Dimitrios, Past President Plumides, Past Supreme President Chartes Tsaffaras (89-90) and Metropolitan Bartholomew at the Washington Ahepa luncheon 
in honor of the Patriarch. 1990: Past Supreme President Louis G. Manesiotls being greeted by the patriarch in Washington at the Ahepa luncheon in the 
summer of 1990. 1989: Past Supreme President Steve Betzelos (88-89) wit11 Patriarch DimitrioL 1979: Past Supreme President Nick Smyrnis (79-81) 
and past Supreme Vice President Gustav Coffinas with the late Dimitrios. 1981: Past Supreme V'ice President Peter Canlges, Spero Theros, Dimilrlos, 
Past Supreme President Smyrnis and Past Supreme Vice President of Canada James Ann. 
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Ronald Reagan, 
George Bush, 
Bill Clinton, 
Vice Presidents 
Spiro Agnew 
(whose father, 
Theodore, 
helped found 

George C. 11oumas Baltimore's 
AHEPA Chapter No. 30 in 1922) 
and Hubert Humphrey, Greek Prime 
Minister Constantine Karamanlis, 
Patriarch Athenagoras and comedi
an-humanitarian Bob Hope (see his 
acceptance speech on page 27). 

In 1932 AHEPA fought tooth
and-nail the speculations of the 
Wickersham Congressional 
Committee on Crime in the U.S. Its 
damning allegations enfuriated the 
Greek American community, one of 
its victims. AHEPA, relying on its 
grass roots strength across the land, 
organized fact-finding forces in 
every state and succeeded in prov
ing that the Wickersham Report was 
nothing more than a shameful and 
inaccurate sham. 

AHEPA proved itself an anti
defamation group the likes of which 
the Greek American community had 
not had. 

THE WARYEARS 
AHEPA's friendly, indeed brother

ly relations with President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt also enhanced the orga
nization's stature. FDR had been 
initiated as a member of AHEPA 
back when he was Governor of New 
York. Now AHEPA's regular visits 
to the Oval Office took on an added 
significance. They weren't the stiff, 
formal occasions they had been with 
Herbert Hoover and Silent Cal. 

The dark days of World War II 
changed many a life, galvanizing the 
AHEPA membership and demon
strating just how much such an 
organization could achieve. The 
poignant turning point for Greek 
Americans came more than a year 
before Pearl Harbor. On October 28, 
1940 Mussolini's troops invaded 
Greece from the north. That day is 
still remembered as revered as "Ohi 
Day." 

An AHEPA visit to President 
Roosevelt a short time after brought 
about what the White House tenned 
"an unusual procedure,'' as FDR 
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announced a promise of U.S. aid to 
Greece in her hour of peril. 

The Greeks fought the Italians for 
five months and dealt Mussolini 
utter defeat. They managed to hold 
off Hitler's massive war machine for 
another three weeks before being 
overwhelmed. That heroism cap
tured the world's admiration. 

The Greek War Relief Association 
(GWRA), spearheaded by the 
Skouras brothers and other Ahepans 
in the movie theater business, raised 
$4 million in food and supplies by 
May 1941. Ahepans in various busi
nesses donated a day's or a week's 
profits to the cause, and many contri
butions came from non-Greeks. 
Ahepans provided about 90% of the 
labor force in GWRA efforts, specu
lates historian Theodore Saloutos, 
thanks again to its gra'isroots strength. 

NOWA 
BROADENED SCOPE 

In its so-called first phase, from 
1922 to 1945, the emphasis was on 
"Americanization" and citizenship 
programs. Following the War 
,AHEPA broadened its scope and 
horizons. Now over half of the 
membership was American-born. 
Many of AHEPA's Post-War pro
jects would be related to 
rebuilding a war-tom Greece 
and, in contrast to its original 
goal, keeping Hellenism alive 
among the Ame1ican-bom 
generations of Greeks. 

CONCERN 
FOR 
HEALTH 

Following World 
War II, Ahepans con
tinued raising money for 
hospitals in Greece and 
other Greek war relief 
programs. However, civil 
war was raging in the 
motherland. Ahepans were 
concerned. So was the 
Truman Administration. 
On March 12, 1947 
President Truman 
appealed to Congress 
for immediate military 
aid. Congress came 
through and the Truman 
Doctrine, as it came to 

be known, was vital in saving 
Greece from Communism. 

AHEPA maintained the warmest 
of relations with Truman, who was 
initiated into the Order on Greek 
Independence Day-March 25th
! 946. 

That year, AHEPA's first Health 
Center opened in Chrysoupolis in 
northern Greece. Construction 
began on an AHEPA Wing at 
Athens' Evangelismos Hospital. 
Other health centers were rising. 
though construction was often 
slowed and sometimes halted by 
guerilla attacks. 

AHEPA had come of age. There 
was no question about the loyalty of 
Greek Americans to the United 
States or about citizenship. 

AHEPA continued its educational 
and humanitarian efforts and civic
minded programs, focusing much of 
its energy on a homeland in desper
ate need of help. 
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FIRS"! DELEGATION 
SENT TO CYPRUS 
I T 964 

In the vanguard, AHEPA passed a 
resolution urging self-determination 
for Cyprus as early as 1946, setting 
up a Cyprus Affairs Committee two 
years later. In 1950 AHEPA called 
the world's attention to the estimated 
28,000 children abducted by 
Communist forces in the Greek Civil 
War. In 1964 AHEPA sent its first 
delegation to Cyprus. 

In an effot1 to inform the Greek 
American community, as well as the 
larger American community and the 
Washington community in particu
lar, AHEPA sponsors conferences 
on foreign affairs that bring together 
government officials, political sci
entists, leading journalists and. of 
course, Ahepans. Nor is it uncom
mon to find AHEPA leaders 
testifying on Capitol Hill before the 
House Subcommittee on Europe and 
the Middle East or the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

EDUCATION: 
T T'"' ,1AfN FOCUS 

Indeed, education, in a variety of 
fom1s, has been a pillar of AHEPA 
since the very beginning. AHEPA 
started out educating the immigrant, 
acclimating him and, as AHEPA 
chronicler George J. Leber phrased 
it, "making him a gentleman." 

In the early years AHEPA's edu
cation program emphasized 
citizenship and Greek as well as 
American history. Today it's a 
different story. With the third and 
fourth generations of Greek 
Americans coming of age, AHEPA 
is doing precisely what GAPA 
accused it of not doing: promoting 
and preserving Hellenism ·s spirit 
and values. 

Scholarships have been part of 
AHEPA's civic service since the 
Chicago convention of '25. 
Paralleling that, AHEPA began build
ing the bridge back to the motherland 
in 1928, when over 500 Ahepans set 
sail aboard the S.S. Sinaia. 

Today AHEPA gives scholarships 
on the local and national levels to 

THE REASON FOR 

ESTABLISHING SUCH AN 

ORGANIZATION WAS 

NOW A PROUD MEMORY 

ANO AHEPA'S ENDURING 

FOUNDATION. 

promising Greek American students. 
AHEPA and individual Ahepans 

have been a force in establishing 
Greek and Byzantine studies pro
grams at colleges and universities 
around the country (see education 
article on page 50. 

WE CANNOT 
FORGET OUR 
HELLENIC ROOTS 

AHEPA has been re-focusing too, 
placing renewed emphasis on 
Hellenic culture. past and present. 
The AHEPA Cultural Foundation 
has sponsored an evening of Greek 
poetry and music and lectures on 
archaeological finds in Cyprus. 

As a civic-minded group, 
AHEPA has always recognized 
Americans, Greek and non-Greek, 
who make valuable contributions to 
the community and society at large. 
These have included Presidents and 
Prime Ministers, ambassadors and 
humanitarians, recipients of AHEPA 
awards made in the name of 
Socrates and Pericles. 

ATHLETICS PLAYS 
A KEY ROLE 

The athlete has a very special 
place in Greek history and culture 
and. with AHEPA, so it remains. 
The Order has always taken enor
mous pride in the achievements of 
the Greek American athlete. 
AHEPA's Harry Agganis Award was 
established in 1955, in memory of 
the great All-American who died in 
his prime. Agganis honorees have 
included: in football, Detroit Lion 

Alex Karras; in basketball. Boston 
Celtic Lou Tsiropoulos; and in 
baseball, Baltimore Oriole Milt 
Pappas. Among recent recipients 
are Olympic diver Greg Louganis 
and University of Georgia football 
coach and All-American Mike 
Castronis.(see Athletics article on 
page 59 for full list of recipients). 

On the local, district and national 
levels, AHEPA and its junior orders 
sponsor a wide variety of athletic 
events and tournaments, believing, 
like the ancient Greeks, that sports 
and competition are an important 
part of daily and civic life. 

HOUSING TOPS 
320 MILlIO 

Nor has AHEPA forgotten the 
elderly. Soon the 41 st Senior 
Citizen's Center organized under 
AHEPA's auspices will open. 
These facilities are being sponsored 
on the local level in conjunction 
with the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD), requiring seed monies of at 
least $10,000. 

A TRADITION 
AND A LEGACY 

Devoted to ideals of American 
and Hellenic culture, education and 
progress, AHEPA, despite its critics, 
has achieved a singular success. 
Since 1922 it has been a vital force 
in the life of the Greek American 
community. 

Summing up the Order of 
AHEPA, Theodore Saloutos wrote: 
"More than anything else, through 
the years it accomplished more in 
identifying Greek Americans with 
the greater American community 
than did all the other organizations 
combined." 

AHEPA's tradition is a proud one. 
Its legacy is a real one. Its mission 
goes on, setting sight on new hori
zons. AHEPA's active role in the 
Greek American community's 
development and achievements is a 
portrait of unselfish public service. 

lntitially written by Steven Phillips 
in 1984, Editor Peter Anas has 
updated this wonde,ful "Ahepa 
Story'' 
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Editor's Note: In tribute to the great 
leaders that have guided the course of the 
Order ofAhepa in the 75 years of its exis
tence, we are reprinting articles, editorials 
and other interesting and informative 
material from past issues of the AHEPAN. 
The words of wisdom of the past will tend, 
we hope, to revive the old spirit of 
Ahepanism, as exemplified in the "golden 
years" of Ahepa. 

1923 
Supreme President, N.D. Chotas 
First Annual Convention of AH EPA 
Atlanta, Georgia 

As your Supreme President of the 
American Hellenic Educational 
Progressive Association, it 

becomes my very pleasant and official 
duty to welcome my brothers to this, the 
first Annual Convention, of what we 
hope will be the greatest dominant influ
ence ever to come into the lives of the 
Americanized Hellene. 

Little did we realize, scarcely more 
than twelve months ago, when we start
ed this wonderful movement, that the 
first gathering of representatives from 
our Subordinate Lodges would bring 
together such a splendid group of men, 
from such a large section of this glorious 
country. While we planned and hoped 
for strength to carry forward our work 
successfully, we hardly expected, even 

in our most opti
mistic mood, 
to achieve the 
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IUlagazine 
accomplishments 
which have been writ
ten into our history 
during the past year. 

I can find no words 
strong enough to 
express the deep emo
tion and genuine 
affection I feel for 
those of you who sit 
here at a personal sac
rifice, in order that you 
may render a service 
to those who need it. 
It has been written that 

h~~~~ng;~~~ ~~~ this 
11
1AI Ill IPITA AllPEl81E. XAIPL I IAIPE EAEY8EPIA" 

- that he give his life 
for his friend ." And ll!!P-fl_. • ra,_- ,. o;."':t,lnca ..,.JAIIS_IOnlE_ .. ,. • (!Y ... IU_Y surely, my brothers, __ , ··-- __ , •-·-• ._ __ 
You are ll·v1·ng exam s~'-=· •.=:w•• ... '..:;,:.A ......... ·-- 1 x.~,::..--

- ~,::I W°'.m-:~"T.. •::-.:-...:. ":... l~.S,:~=-,-\E 
pies of that maxim. :i-:0.:.""'"' ~-.:- --- - ::-::-:,;~~=?.::-.=---=:::;;; 

If you will permit 1-.:~'".,.::.~ S.,-.,--:£_~ --:i= :7..~ --:;~-i:=::-:ra 
....... ......._ ----· - :r== ...... c. .. ::,:. ...... _ .. 

me, I wish to look - """= ",r,:;:.=... -==--- ~-.::.'::..--:'=~~ 
::... A: ............ ------ •=~~e:1c::-.::..-.-~ 

back for a few g: -=-==1 .. 'C'=•-- ·.:-.-::._ .. _ i:::-:-=-:.=::-.::\=.r.'5~--~ 
~-..=- .. =-~-·.=,=. ... '"--.::-4-1==--===~~ .. =,•11• --moments, and to ::_=-."'::i.:,_I -~- ----- ~-:t::·-~·=~'l'!l 

briefly review the his- ~------=r ;;..::, ----- ·--·-- 1_:=::-:.::::-:.::.-::•ei_:i=:..-=ra:. l
~,c !!1•. ..... ..=.:-...:.:-::. =i:...=.:----:=1£.-:i~...;\.~ 

t f th AHEPA '=-.!'=:"i; J.:::.a~ :~-;:.,l= a-:::-=tt:~-.::•== ory o e • ~ .. .:;~- .... , ... .::- ---- :::...:..=.r"'--::::-;!;·!::::::.::::,,_ 
The Greek, as a l:'C:"-..::-.:..:-..:-;: -~--- ---·-- 1~.:=1=-.::--..~"'l:!: =~~-l:'~b .~;:.-.=::- ~m,.~)-:~r,--::,: people, has been ~--.s:-,s ... _ --- :'l.':'m.'l:::' .... I~=~ 

. . h ....:t:t;_. .... ~-......,.~~! ••• n....':l-:.--:= immigrating tot e :-=-.:..""'= - :-:: •~.;~:.::-"-.":.-:--.:-.::.-= 
United States in con- ·..=._5 -:;: -=a .. .. ~-=,. ....... 
siderable numbers fo'r ... -:-~~ 
approximately ..._....,..,_....,_ ..... 
thirty years. We 
are, you might say, 
the newest of American immigrants. 
Coming from a bleak and barren land, 
where education was attained only at a 
sacrifice, and where luxuries were 
practically unknown, we were hardly in 
a position to fit into the customs of the 
great American people, as have most of 
the other nationalities who have immi
grated to this country. And yet, 
throughout the past thirty years, the 
Greek has not only succeeded in over
coming the e handicaps, but has 
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